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And this is a wonderful day, I say again,
a tribute to those whose vision made it pos-
sible 29 years ago, a tribute to those who
have worked on these significant, dramatic
improvements today, a tribute to the parents
and the students who have proven by their
statements today and the lives they have lived
that together we really are one community
and we can pull together and help each other
in ways that make us all better people, better
citizens, and later, better parents.

Thank you all, and God bless you.
Now, let me tell you what’s going to hap-

pen. This is Brian Rivera; he’s 5 years old.
He’s the best dressed man here. [Laughter]
And I’m going to ask him to join me with
the congressional leadership; we don’t have
room here for all the Members who are here.
I would like for Senator Kennedy, Senator
Kassebaum, Senator Mitchell, and Congress-
man Ford, Congressman Goodling to come
up here and stand behind me. And as they
come, I’d like for all the Members of Con-
gress who are here to stand and be applauded
by the rest of us, because without them this
would not have happened. Please stand up.
[Applause]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. Ansel Johnson, former Head
Start student, and Jeanne Kendall, parent of a
former Head Start student. S. 2000, approved
May 18, was assigned Public Law No. 103–252.

Statement on Signing the Human
Services Amendments of 1994
May 18, 1994

Twenty-nine years ago today, President
Lyndon Johnson announced a program of
hope for our Nation’s most vulnerable chil-
dren and their families, a program designed
to give children a true ‘‘Head Start.’’

I am particularly pleased that many of
those who helped launch Head Start could
join us today to witness the fruits of their
vision and see the faces of those who entered
Head Start programs in that first summer of
1965. They represent more than 13 million
children and families whose lives have been
touched by this great program.

It is with tremendous pride that I help turn
the next page in the distinguished history of
Head Start by signing S. 2000, legislation that
sets forth a bold new agenda for the future
of the Head Start program. Over the years,
Head Start has been successful in improving
the lives of low-income children and their
families by providing health and social serv-
ices and education. These comprehensive
services have changed numerous lives and
contributed to a stronger future for our Na-
tion.

I am particularly pleased that this legisla-
tion, which authorizes a wide array of human
services programs, is the product of extraor-
dinary bipartisan cooperation. This effort
began last June when Secretary Shalala an-
nounced the establishment of the Advisory
Committee on Head Start Quality and Ex-
pansion. Its groundbreaking report set forth
a blueprint for creating a 21st century Head
Start and laid the foundation for the land-
mark legislation that we celebrate today.

This legislation seeks to re-energize the
Head Start program for generations to come.
Through this legislation, strong new efforts
will be made to improve the quality of Head
Start programs, and an important new initia-
tive will be launched to provide Head Start
services to families with children under age
three. Services will be tailored to meet the
needs of today’s families, and creative part-
nerships will be forged with other key pro-
grams at the State and local level.

Head Start reminds us that our country
cannot afford to waste its young or ignore
their families. We must value every child and
help every parent succeed. Head Start cre-
ates the sense of community that all of us
need in our lives. The dedication of thou-
sands of volunteers, staff, and parents helps
create the special relationship that defines
the Head Start program. Head Start is in-
deed a celebration of human diversity and
creativity.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 18, 1994.
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Proclamation 6690—World Trade
Week, 1994
May 18, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we observe World Trade Week, 1994,

we find our Nation well-positioned to com-
pete in the 1990s. Our economy is the strong-
est in the industrialized world. Our work
force is second to none. Our system of higher
education is unequalled. And our people are
more optimistic—and have reason to be.

Yet, success in world markets is not auto-
matic—it requires planning and effort.

‘‘U.S. Exports Equal U.S. Jobs,’’ the theme
of World Trade Week, illustrates why the
United States must make the push to in-
crease the involvement of American business
in international markets. Exports have be-
come a critical engine of our Nation’s eco-
nomic progress. In the past 5 years, exports
of goods and services have been responsible
for more than 40 percent of U.S. economic
growth.

Today one in every five manufacturing
jobs is linked to exports. Exports of goods
and services support some 10.5 million jobs.
And exports lead to better paying jobs. Amer-
ican workers producing for export earn 17
percent more than the overall average wage.

The intersection of domestic and inter-
national business makes it more important
than ever to emphasize all of the factors that
make America competitive. Sustainable eco-
nomic growth is possible only if we solve
those societal problems that keep our people
from achieving their best.

The first order of business for this Admin-
istration was to improve the economic cli-
mate at home, and this continues to be my
priority. We have made great strides in bring-
ing the Federal budget deficit under control.
Fiscal restraint has prompted a surge in busi-
ness investment. We are in the process of
implementing a policy that encourages pri-
vate and public partnerships. We have begun
the difficult job of helping the defense indus-
try to convert to a more commercial business.
And we are devoting more attention to sec-

ondary education and to training and retrain-
ing our work force.

This Administration is working vigorously
to secure a health care plan for all Americans,
and we have proposed a reform of our wel-
fare system. We have major initiatives under-
way to fight crime and drug trafficking.

These steps toward healthy economic
growth and a more secure society represent
the essential underpinning for America to
compete in the world economy.

However, U.S. companies must have fair
access to international markets. We have
placed a high priority on reducing trade bar-
riers abroad, and we are making progress.
The North American Free Trade Agreement
creates a vibrant, integrated market on our
own continent and opens up great possibili-
ties for an even larger free trade area in the
future. The successful conclusion of the Uru-
guay Round of GATT trade negotiations after
7 years of hard bargaining now should lead
to a significant expansion of global trade.

Partnership between the United States
Government and the private sector is nec-
essary if we are to reach the economic goals
outlined early in my Administration. The
Federal Government is committed to being
a constructive partner by creating a favorable
environment for the U.S. private sector to
conduct business at home and abroad. How-
ever, the main responsibility for developing
overseas markets lies with the private sector.
It is up to business to take the risks, but the
risks bring the right to reap the rewards.

Our workers will reap the rewards in the
form of many new jobs, because exports can
be our number one method of creating high-
wage jobs.

All this leads to only one conclusion: We
must thrive globally to secure a healthier
economy, and it is in the interest of business,
workers, and the entire population to do so.
We must sell more in the global market-
place—and we are continuing to do our best
to expand that marketplace for American
goods. We must also promote trade in a way
that benefits workers and encourages sustain-
able development.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
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